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Furman loses two prominent leaders 
Furman lost two distinguished leaders 
and generous supporters in June with 
the deaths of Dwight Smith '43 and 
James W. Foley. 
Dwight Smith, a longtime family 
practitioner in Wil l iamston, S.C. ,  
died June 1 3. 
A native of Saluda, S.C., and 
a graduate of the Medical University 
of South Carolina, Smith was the founder 
of Wil l iamston Hospital and established 
an obstetrics cl inic that grew into a 30-
bed hospital. He was a familiar figure 
around Will iamston, as he traditionally 
rode his bicycle to work each day. He 
was the first physician in the Anderson 
area to be certified by the American 
Board of Family Practice and was for 
years team physician at Palmetto High 
School, where he is a member of the 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Rooms in the Family Practice Center 
and the Sebring-Aimar Alumni House 
at M USC are named in his honor, and 
alumni also voted h im one of the 
institution's most prominent graduates. 
At Furman he provided substantial 
support for athletics, scholarships 
and lectureships, among them the Hoyt 
Cromwell Burnett Scholarship, which 
honors his uncle, and the J .  Albert 
Southern Chemistry Scholarship 
and Lectureship. 
Smith was a recipient of the state 
of South Carolina's highest civilian honor, 
the Order of the Palmetto. Furman 
presented him the Bell Tower Award 
in 1 999 to recognize his distinguished 
career and exceptional community 
service. 
James W. Foley, former president and vice 
chair of Texaco and a Furman trustee 
from 1 977 to 1 982, died June 22 on Hi lton 
Head Island, S.C. 
An honor graduate of the petroleum 
engineering school at Texas A&M ,  Foley 
quickly worked his way up the corporate 
ladder at The Texas Company. In 1 949 
he moved to New York as assistant to the 
vice president in charge of production 
operations. 
He was named vice president in 
1 953 and later that year, at 43, was 
elected to the board of directors, 
the youngest director since company 
founder Joe Cull inan. Foley was named 
president in 1 956 and went on to direct 
major expansions of the company's 
global interests and nuclear and space 
industry in itiatives. 
After retiring from Texaco in 1 967, 
he moved to the Greenville area and 
became active in community work. 
In addition to serving on the Furman 
board, he was a longtime member of 
the university's Advisory Council and 
was corporate chair for the Campaign 
for Furman's Future in the early 1 980s. 
Foley served on the boards of many 
organizations, among them the Arabian 
American Oil Company, the TransArabia 
Pipeline, Hartford Insurance, Bui lder's 
Mart and the S.C. Energy Research 
Institute. He was an honorary life 
member of the board of the American 
Petroleum Institute and was a trustee 
of Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York City, the United Hospital Fund 
of New York, the National Industrial 
Conference Board and the Mi l itary 
Petroleum Advisory Board. 
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